BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING
AUGUST 24, 1998

WILL&aRD DODGEE: coestart of o owith telling vou why we’re here

John and I are here tonight to discuss an issue that we feel is
very important to the Town, to the Planning Roard and the peo pla
of New Boston, which relates to the appointment of people to,
particularly the Planning Board, and no doubt we’ll have to check
the ZBA, but we’ll take the Planning Reoard, that in this ingtance
we determined that they are not residents of New Boston., We will
show to vou that two members of this RBoard are no longer
residents of New Boston, one of them was rnot at the time of
appolintment . The result of that is we are concerned about the
litigation that leaves the Town open to, b 2ol on State law and
hope that as a result of this meeting we can rectify this matter
and save the Town from any problems.

Now to do this is obwviously fairly necessary to back up to
the mesting of april éth when these appointments took place. and
certainly the Board will recall there was a great deal of
controversy at that time relating to certain appointments that
ralated to the Planning Board. v Wi ovou deal with april éth, as
you recall there was a two to one vote to replace two long-term,
experienced and valuable members of the Planning Roard, Tommy
Mohan and the other of course was Diane Manson. At that time
there were Iin place two alternates that were also well
gxparienced that we not elevated to those positions. Although
two brand new members were put on that RBoard, one was an
alternate to fill the empty alternate slot. The alternate slot
was Tilled by Jeff Downing, the two permanent positions were
filled by a fellow named Hans Hassel and Sue Martin.

Mow, one of the issues if vou vecall I think I brought up at
one of our meetings here gquite somse time ago, I believe it was
directed particularly to Selesctman Clay and Selectman Briere that
back on the platform when you wers vunning vourself for this
position and were supported by Selectman Clay, you were wvery
adamant about the fact that the Planning Board should changs from
a appointed position to a elected position, one of the reasons
being that yvou’ll have the people of MNew Boston get & chance Lo
vote for those positions and wvolce their concern. Qur concern at
this time is what the pressure was to put these two membsrs on
the Board at this time ... election process next vear...butb
particularly if they were going to be put on the Roard, why
weren’t they pubt on as alternates so they could get the
sxpeyisnce of other people? That didn’t taks place.

Mow with the appointment and particularly we’re most
concerned with the appointment of Hans HMassel...bremendous amount
of dissent from people here, experienced people of the town,
aother Board members as to...he was put on this RBoard. He was
virtually unknown in the town, except wWwith the exception of
vourself. It was known from votes that he had never voted here,
pretty certain by most he didn’t physically reside here. Which
brought up the auestion of rmsidwﬂwyﬁ ancd the people Who were
guestioning that...what was going to bhe done about it. T belisve
Selectman Briere that you answered that vou worked with this man
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for a couple of years and thought that he was a good member to
put on the Board and knew him fairly well. and Selsctman Clay,
vou answered something along the effect that on his application
for the Jjob, for the appointment to the Roard that he said he was
a resident of New Boston and that was good encugh. again
guestions have been asked from the people who are very active in
this town and... I beliesve Selectman Strong responded to
probably one of the worst appointments that took place in the
town. To me that bears alsc a little bit of reflection. My
experience of sitting on the Roard for eight vears, it always
seamed ]nmurtdnt to me thwﬁ th@ best thing that a Selectmen could
do for this town was to operate under the ... that my Jjob is to
raspond and act on baehalf ﬁF the best of all of MNew RBoston and
ot

not for a handful of people who have a chosen interest.

Selectman Strong has always, in my estimation, worked that way.
He has always acted for the best of New Roston, to the best of
his ability. I look at him as one of the cornerstones that keeps
this town and makes us what it is today.
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JIM DODGE: .. .minute please? We’ve got people clear oubt in the
other hall. Can we move Lo a bigger...area? Can we go upstairs
BO STRONG: Yes, as long az we ain’t gobt more than Tifty people.
JIM DODGE:  There’s not guite that many, but they are clear out
in the other hall.

Cléay: I7d like to take a few minutes also, seeing we weren’t
aware of why you were coming Mr. Dodge, which would have helped
Lo prepare us, to get some of the past minutes from some of the
other minutes of the meetings so that we can also reflect back
because you obviocusly have prepared. But by not giving Burton
any information ahead of time, we are unable to be preparsd
without the minutes and T think we ocught to pull those minubes
VR
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WILLARD DODGE:  be have tLhe minutes, but what we’re asking vou is
to listen to what we have to say to vou and then all mf voll Will
have bto make yvour Jjudament based on that

CLay: Right, and we will listen, but I’m saying that it will be
helpful I think Tor Burton, who’s new, to have the minutes for
him to be able to look at those as well.
(tape stoppesd)
RO STRONG: ceauiet we 1] 1la
the fleooy, sight o’clock hs
W Carn bpwak up becauss I'm harvd of heaving and sveryl
wants to hesar too, probably.
WILL&RD DODGE: 1 beliewve where I was at 1 was addressing the
issue of Selsctman Strong and he is what we consider a...
believe many obthers in town, cornsrstone of this town, a
the town is all about. and the WQrdw he used to say T bell
this is one of the worst appointments that’s bsen mad& T thi
have a lot of bearing. and that’s wisdom coming from a perso
With & tremendous amount of esxperisnce In this town that we Teel
the obther Selectmen should have pald soms attention to.

A again, T I may, 1711 address John, iIf vou have soms
issues here.
WILLARD DODGE: T we left an issue of the primary problem here.

start the meseting again. Wi
s asked to bhe on the agends.
O
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Jeff Downing was appointed to the Board. Jeff Downing lived in
Mew Boston at that time. He has since moved from Mew Boston back
Lo Francestown to the house that he previously owned and
previously lived in, and therefore is no longer a resident of the
Town of New Boston. If I may, I’d like to...You now, 673:1
should be the last page, next to last page of that handout that
woll have Lo establish a local land use board, and at the end
%f e fir%t ll}wﬁ bottom of the magaﬁ shall be a regident of the
LowWn.  Mowve on to the last pag move down to sub-section
2(a), "The Selectmen shall d A.Jﬂmtﬁ T $@lmciman o
administrative official of the town as an Ex-0fficio member and
appoint 4 or & members who are residents ﬁf fhﬁ town., " W@ﬁ“”
again. On the agenda of vou folks of the r il ﬂ*? meeting, when
you made these appointments, the last l?ma the Selectmen’s
agenda savs:  pMMote, &ﬁpﬂlﬁu@@% must be 6 s QF the Town of
Mew Boston to ered., If wvou go back to the.. part of
that handout, 1~&, Description of & resident or
inhabitant, the Loor inhabitant of both of this State and
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any olity, Lown or 1mmﬂ1 political subdivision of the State shall

+

be a person who is domiciled or has his place of abode of both in
this State, and in any city, town or political subdivision of the
and who has Lhru i all of his actions demonstrated a
intent to designate that place of sbode as his principal
p3m~w of physical presence for the indefinite future.
]

Now this particular casmes of Jeff Downing, who... mov&d ot
but someday he’s goling to move back to the Town of New Boston, he
awns property here and h@ intends to bulld a house. At prassnt
he doss not gualify to this State law, ...he has moved out of
town to the home he used to live in in a different town and is no
longer gualified as sident of the Town of MNew Boston. If wvou

move to 21-6(a), it describes a residence, residence or residency
shall mean a person’s place of abode or domlclle, The place of
abode or domicile as designated by the person as his principal
place of physical presence For the indefinite future to the
exclusion of all others. Such residence or residency shall not
be interupted or lost by temporary absence from it if there’s an
intent to return to such residence or residency as the principal
place of physical presence. Jeff Downing cannot return to his
praviocus residen because he has sold It to someons else,

So owe’ll move bevond him to Hans Hasss and agaln at that
meeting there were wvarious people of this town who recognized
that Mr. Hassel was not a member of the Town of New Boston, did
not live here, has not lived here. The Selectmen were asked to
look into that, wher two of yvou sald vou were satisfled with
What he wrote on his application that he was a resident and the
other because they knew RMim for a long time he u*m Ok to e on
the Board. T believe a dav or two after that meeting he produced
a license and a couple of checks that sald the New @uwtwn Joe
English Read address. That is not proof of residence. anvhody
can make up a check with any address on it, a MH licenze does not
orove Decauss you have an address on It, bthat’s wWwhere vou reslide.

ey

The end result of that meeting after all the c@ﬂf”"u@ray and ...
beginning or the end, the subject was brought up again, as wou’'ll
Find 1Ff wou ched back In vour minutes, was that the Q&l&atm@n




sald that they would look into it. On April &th.
Since that tlﬂn, fhm Planning Roard along th%
Briere attended a tr ng session In Manchester al Southern
Mew Hampshire pl”ﬁﬁlﬁw uummiﬁ s where Planning Coorvdinator Jim
Tethers on more than one occcasion, T beliesve two or hrwwg
explained that it’s important that the Board who appoints
Planning Beoard members makes sure that they are residents of the
town .,

So now we’re into late August. BRoth people are still on
that Board. We have to assume nothing has been done in that
regard, but we have done something. aAlong with the people who
«..oabt that mesting...follow-up on and try to get to the bottom
of this, we took action that has determined that. We found that
Hans Hassel at one point was living ... FElm Street, in Milford.
He ended up at 31 Cambridge Street in M@ﬁw@chu@mttw HMea s bean
living there... HMHe leaves ... drives to Cambridge. UWe have
. rmined that, we have followed him there. We have spent hours
and hours and hours to be sure that we were not doing something
not right here, to determine that he has never to our knowledgs,
spent the night, and now maybe he has, because we have not been
theve svery night, but to our knowledge he has never he
night at Joe English Road, which he offered vou pesople a
acddress, his residence in the Town of New Boston. You have in
fromt of you photographs showing the mailbox at 31 Lee %h-“
Camby idos, Mass the name Massal on it. I have per
spoken bo Mr that address, observing him going lﬂt@
that fover, check tmei maillbox, use the kevs Lo open the door and
go up the stalrs into the residence. We have observed his car
parked behind the bullding.

=lectmen

Which brings up another point. My, Hassel driv
regls t@r dd to Waldorf Builders Estate Inc., with an address of
102 Ponemah Road, amherst, NH, that’s the business address. We
have found nobody at that address, including peeple who have besn
there for five vears, that know anvything of Waldorf Estates or
Hans Hassel. Me has a NH drivers license with one date of birth,
ﬁfé/a@, Me has a Massachusetts drivers license with 48744,
Violation of State law. The two licenses don't catch each other
because 1If there’s two different dates of birth they don’t come
up on the computer. That information has been passed on to the
Division of Motor Vehicles and is being pursued at this time.

T guess basically that’s the issue we have, we have stated
Lo vou, we have shown vou what the law is, we’ve shown you, ang I
can assure you that If there’s any people involwved in this wse are
more than comfortable Lh&t Fe has not, was not and is not a
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rasident of the Town of MNew ﬁmgfmm and wWe are exbtemsly
disesppointed that at least the members of the ..., psople who

have asked if he was a Y@Bid@ﬂt, that nothing has been done as
soon as that ... determined. %o what we have found through the
history of investigating him is nothing but a chain of deceit
that W““ wowen to get where hs Is.  Jobn,

JOHN BUNTING:  Thank vou wery much. OF the twoe appointments that
w@’r@ concer naect about, the one being Mr. Hassel, the othar Hr*
Downing’s, the seqguence of evenhts l&aixn W to Mr, Hassel?
appointment Iz most troubling. Mr. F is s person who %a@




from reading the article in the Boston Glohe magazine tried to
stay submerged for vears. Suddenly he ga‘. e Just befTore the
1998 Town Meeting in March. It appears that Jjust about the only
people in MNew Boston that knew of him were his business partner,
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Folstner, and Lols Briere who used to work with him. Within
one month of the election Mr. Hassel was appointed to the
Planning Board. I personally would not automatically exclude all
real estate developers from serving on the town Planning Board
but I feel extrems care must be exer 2l in selecting one who
Jd@aa For example, a rvetired developer might have wvaluable input

into Board deliberations, but I would be very reluctant to accept
a person who is actively engaged in an ongoing real estate
venture in New Boston. Being on a Beoard that regulates his own
business activities immediately raises conflict of interest
concerns.  And on top of that the suitability of a person whose
partner had repsatedly, even in the last few weeks, threatened to
sue the town ower real estate matters is questionable. At the
April éeth meeting, several questions were ralsed about Mr.

e

Massel *s Tltn sss and the legality to be appointed. From the
ninufgm it is ﬁl@&r that Se o For him both

actman Briere vouchs
pevaanal ly &Wd professionally . Tt is wer: st
the only original duaum ot oas proof of re v that Mw :
offered to the Town was a brand new NH drtvwwﬁ license. This
license was issued on March Bth, Just 5 davs before Towm Meeting,
and Jjust one month before he was appointed to the Plarning RBoard.
Since by State law members of the Planning Board must be a
resident of the town, ons of our cuestions is dﬁ~" th@ Board of
Selactmen still apt this as being sufficient
residence? Looking at the whole seqguence of eve &
iﬁ%orm&tion we have presented, there has besn d“@@ﬁtlﬁﬁx This

cing ho ome bhat

~

deception has occurred in one of two wavs: elther two members of
the Board of Selectmen were decelved by Mr. Hassel regarding his
residency whan he falsely complet Mis dmplluﬂLAuX or, bhat the
bruth was alveady known by the Selectmen that he lived in
Massachl rw%'mﬁ the deception rrecd at the Board level. Since
his appointment, it is guite . Frmm the evidence that he
still does not reside In New RBoston. Fven 1f he were to move

lﬂtQ town tomorrow, there is no doubt In my mind that deception
has ocourred and It has bae ongoing for four months and that
this must precluds Mr a from future membership on the
Boavad.

To resolve this matter, Willard and I feel that the
following actions must be taken for the protection of the Town
because of the liability we were ewxposed to.

Mumber 1. Mr., Hassel must Immediately be suspended from the
Planning Board pending an investigation into his residency since
March 5, 1998,

Mumber 2. Mr. Downing must be immediately ﬁuﬁwﬁﬁ{ﬁﬁ From
the Planning Board pending an investigation of his s icdency .,

Mumber 3. The Board of Selectmen must make a final decision
at your next meeting being September ld4th regarding the legallty
of the continued membership of these two individuals on the
Planning Board.

We are preparved as
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lividuals to pursue all of thess



gquestions brought forth,
%mﬁlghf; including Mr.

o, and any possi
on has a long by

guastions bryought
mhmsnt . any
The Board
examining its

Forth

ST L
ions

uh@w naew information has heen w1ﬁ“@n+ 4. w11w I belisve that
the information we have brought forth col }m have bsen obtalned by
any one in the first four months, it is time to right a wrong and
perform a self-examination into why a serious ror wWas made,
WILLARD DODGE: I have an additional comment, as far e
residence in Cambridge, Mass. from talking with th& sle who

own that property and ma : raal estabte ther v bold us
that he had been living the cince 1994, and payimg rant wine
1996, Do you have any guestions or would vou try to answer wWh
we feel we can at the time. I can only tell you that there have
been other people Involved in this, we are not going to nams atb
this time, for various reasons and we are prepared to go wherever
we have to go Lo see that this is taken care of. We are
concerned that iIf anybody challenges any issues that happsned
with the Planning Board since April 6th they are subject to
litigation. Because it’s too ... April é6th Hans’® appointment to
that Board.
LOTS BRIERE: How long have you besen conducting this
investigation?

dILL&RD DOD@&: Since april Ath.

LOTS BRIERE: Since april &th?  So vou want us Lo make
by *mwt&mh@{ 14Lh?  That was vour rveguest
WILLARD DODGE: Because of the State law being as clear as it
vou don’t have to be a rocket scientist to... We’re m&}jng Lo
you, and cbvicusly we’vre asking vou to take notice of what we
have done, that until vou as a Boarvd make your own determination,
Mowewver vou want bto do that, that to protect this Town we need bo

ngd them pending the outcome of that investigation, and not

allow them Lo do any mere action on that Beard, that’s what we’re
=ay I Ng .
SUSaMN CLay:s T a guestion aboul the plotures thst vou gave
s, On plctures the mallboxes, bescause Jenny Hassel, do wou
know wWwho that is on the maillbox?
WILLARD DODGE: Lowunama wWwritten in owver the top of the Hassel
name wWhich is printed o
JOHN BUNTING: There LWo Namas
WILLaRD DODEE: It Jenmy CUT . e LMY L Ha
mailbox, checked for mail, ... from that mal
door , take a key and open the door and go in
SUSAN CLaY s Do we know who this Jenny is?
WILLARD DODGE: Mo, we don’t know, and not really concerned. The
mdﬂf&t@ im listed to Mr. Hans MHamsel

SUSAN CLay:  Well, he could be paving a lease on bis daughter’s
@pﬂ\tm@nt,
(Multiple volces)
SUSAN CLaY:  I'm asking a guestion.
BO STRONG: s hawm the meeting under order here, we’ve done
pratty well u and T will close the meeting If it gets
disruptive, Just take, and evervbody listen, and if
there’s a que
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SUSAN CLaY:  You asked if we had questions, and I was asking vou
g ousstion.
WILL&RD DODGE : I

we have observed Hans Hassel

leave the Town of st O aucoup davs, Including after
late night lesniﬂq Pﬂwrd m&&tiﬁg$5 that I think went to as
late as midnight, and drive all the M

Cambridge, Mass .
cto me he would have

if he had a residence in New Boston,
e Az T sald before, we have spent hours and hours at all hours
day and night chec kzng Joe English Road, which he says is
idaence, ar} ves he does appesar there duv ing the day time,
;x&t h& drix little blue Honda Civic, i =
Buillders, Inc., has never, Lo our
t. wa&r, anc at the mdkrhww
slme s, absolut - he could, wut the
YkiHJ lot behir wobuildding, he
night thers .,
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krmwl : BT Lhwx\ at nj
could he be paving somebo iy
oint is, he parked in the
arvived at that bullding sev
Under State law he clearly
SUSAN CLayY: Ore of the re
investigation was that ar SN T
any Planning Roavd, or the who
sign and affidavit and they gst
accused of not living in town, Todd
Town administrator, we asksd him the ilssue. Me then
got a copy of the licens ks, In turynm we called
up the Municipal Assocliation and asked th@m if that was proof of
identification, they said ves. At the same time, before we
appointed him to the Board, we also called the Municipal
Association and asked them iIf there was a conflict of interest,
if it was legal to appoint a developer, a contractor, a real

v night and =

s residing there.

OIS W d?d not conduct arny furthey

coms Torward to h@ Wi

to wvote, 1If ‘ ‘

Whern Mr . Has &
: that time h%

estate agent, or anvbody ... to the Planning Board., at that
point they sald ves. To our knowledge, Mr. Hassel was a resident
of New Boston. Todd Selig made that determination by asking him

for his proof, by ﬁalllmg the Municipal association and asking
him, of his proof, the same he would do T suppose of anvons else
here in town who was not necessarily a property owner but perhaps
rented. As to Mr. Jeff Downing, he has recently «uld the
property that he w Living iIn, which was hig, actusally his
Ffather—in-law’s trust, and has moved to, temporari pr to a place
in Francestown which h% ig o =melling., as plans, he has, was
building a home heve in New Boston and his immedia idea thatl
his house was going to be bullt and he would be b . His house
hasn’t b@@n bBuilt, T sgree. I called him one time amd asked him
apout th 1t&vmdtw4 I think I need to think
hwut th that he
i“ was nobt that 1t was goling to
amWay , Mxmﬁm%iva home, and he had no
hat it was golng ) s wu1; Iv as it did. I think
solutely vimhﬁ§ Mz Dowrirg has temporarily, albelt
Tily, ]iwimq in Francestown. and I have no problem in
amking Mr. qu ng to vesign from the WO“’M
I can’t H%“AWC that 1f I had gone back to the Munici p%l
fmsociation awd i h f of lder L1 ivation as a llcem
was 0K to pui thi Planning Board then turnsd &unmd
Lo vou all and ss to hirve a private Investigator at a

t@ ihiam ahout the fact
o
f

g
=




TN

AT

cost of who knows what, to follow a man around from april éth to
august whatever, to determine whether or not he’s a resident of
New Boston. aAnd I don’t know how many people would have agreed
to that then. I think that we did what we could in the sense of
asking everybody who applied for the positions for any bmard that
came up. In the past, when I first came onto the Board, if a
board opening came up, tiwn the person whose position thi 5
merely sald "I want to be on the Roard again', and they
utomatically veappointed. I think it’s much fairer and :
process that when a board has an opening, that vou put a notice
out to the s @ Lown Lo say Lo evervons "who would like to be
on this board?" and then everyone who would like to be on that
board puts up thelr hand and savs "I°d like to be on this board"
and they come in for an interview, and we Iinterwview them, and we
take for granted, like for evervons else who o hefore

ol

e

us, that they are a res When 1t was hwuugh* t Y

attention that soms @Muﬁ}ﬁﬁ anct it o© inly wasn’t tr& group of
people that are here tonight, there were a few people, not more
than ! have soms ldea that

g handful , that cams to us and sa
My, sgel Iz not a resident. and at tha
turned to Todd, who was our Town administr
do what he w asupposed to do. And that’s what he Jdid.

I think that it’s wery important for evervone in Town to
know that ves there were alternates on the ﬁlﬁhﬁing Board, and on
the ZB&, but not one of them raised their hand and said T want to
go From being an alte to being a regular memb Again, wWe

point was when we
ator angd asked him to
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put a notice out in th T, owWe put oa notice out all owver town,
saying anvone who want o the Qlﬁnwd'g Board, on the ZRaA,

o bhe Cuﬂ%@TVﬁthﬂ P&mmjwﬁlwm§ on an commission that had s
opening, we asked people, who wants to come, who wants to be
invelved. and one of the things that we want to do is have more
town participation, more involwvement, not Jjust the same people
again and again but anvbody who wants to be involved in town
business .,

WILLARD DODGE:  I7d like to vespond to some of the points on
that . First of all,... listening tu reason.  The people who
approached vou at that m&@fin ancl ; commaents are all
people who've been wvery involve d in tmw activities and krow
people guite well in tna LW, mmd pﬂmtaﬁ part of whvﬁ T m

i) “ﬁ ”wd T A Whean waoul

talking about when wou 11
ITisten to Bo Strong who salc
listen to reason and &KW@YlwﬁQ@ and e

o

another issue, yvou talked about experience and getting these
people imvmlv&dﬁ that 's wonderful we love to have new peo
irvelved., LEhe elght vears that T was on there, as T recall It
Wam almoest a x;ﬁual that We mmuld ask ... Selectmen Tk e

suy Board, ... IF smomsons was
Llonm...we didn't walt Tor the
T want to be up there
integrity of tho
gouUp In the wery o futurs
; avy candidate vou

use of yvour past
Louarantes

wanted to keep the integ
dropping of F we'd Fill the
Q“Tqmn Lo coms ancd

e boarods

be willing
kmmwﬁ yau“r@ godng
sxperience That
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it. If vou locked at the
on the Planming Board, whi
in this town, and you Just

important board
vaery little rveason cdrop them off
the Boavrd, . Board will keep integrity on that

Board and keep expsrisnc that Board to keep it functioning i
a proper manner to benefit the Town of New Boston. and agasin, I
can’t say that enough, the most important issue here is acting 1

the best interest of the people of the town. That'’s what your

Job as Selectman is to do. MNot a handful of people who have a
personal agenda to come before vou and savy we want to do this and
we want to do that. That’s not acting responsibly as the Board
of Selectmen.

SUSAN CLay:  Well, if you remember on the wvote of whether or not
we should have an electec it was the majority that deci
that they wanbed Z oard,  Which translated to me that
perhaps they wanted more of a woice or more of a change in what
the present Board was. s to why we did not appoint the same
people to the Planning RBoard, I think that all of us have an
abhility to look at the ent :
apply, and then make that

read anvhody TesuUme, s
g the main Inte

&1

H

ike wvou do when you
wou put oat the top of
the person that vou

the list aft
hirve.
WILL&RED DODGEE: Mo e

S

point,

but ... answer @
These people who devel ~, bhat’s wonderful and ws
nesd that, but as a responsibility to put them

on as alternates =0
SUSAN CLAY: There’s

WILLARD DODGE:  Law i ere, wWwe're talking about
reassonable and what s Tor the Town of New Boston, If like
you sald the law doe chat a developer can’t be on the
Board., But vou’re y vy ovalld reassc why we won’t
put an active dewveld You have to protect the
Town as a whole,

SUEAN Clay:  What could he do on the Planming Board as one
Planning Board membsr that would be bad?

WILLARD DODGE:  Bescause...bubl one wvote, and another wvobte, oz
make a difference.

BO STRONG: We’we got a guestion from the audience out here, Jim?
JIM DODGE:  I7d like to make btwo points ... Susan ... misleading
ug . Number 1 was Dawvid Cralg who served on the Zoning RBoard as
an alternate, very much wanted to move up, and they did not allow
that to happen. ceeat the meeting ... on the Planning Board, ...
and decided she wanted no part of it and left. She was persuaded
by a couple of people to come back and have her own personal
interviewd and then aon the Planning Boavd. wo.oal
SUSaN Clay: Well that’s nobt trus, Jim.

I DODGE: It is true.

SUSEN CLAY:s Excuse me, Sue Martin of whom wou've talking aboutb,
and It owould have been nice I think If Sue Martin and Jeff
Downing and Hans Massel had bsen here to be able to defend
themzelves,

JIM DODGE:  Walt a minute 5u
consistently that vou’wve been

law that savs that.
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don’t want to talk e
Yeb I've been to the m%t
and you’'ve talked continu
hear that any more @lﬁh&}
SUSAN CLaY:  Would you like to say when that was and how that
WEs?
JIM DODEE:  That’s not what we’re here fTor toniaht .
SUSAN CLaY: Well, wvou brought it up.
JIM DODGE: s Dooan talk to wvou about it
BO STRONG: I think we’re here for one thi
time. Do you have any other information,
like. ..
WMILLARD DODGE: eemyzelf . And that Is I think it’s very
important here to have the members of the Board of Selectmen who
personally vouched for Mr. Hans Hasse person who has worked for
Hans Hassel for two years, a person who ... to the Planning Board
meeting with Hans Hassel and then rode all the way back to town
with him, and he turned rvound and drove to Cambridge, instead of
to ride homs with awm%bwdy elss, T find it hard to belisve that
after knowing somebody well sncugh to have worked with them For
two years and known them well enough to vouch for them to be on
an important Board, like the Planning Board in the Town of New
Boston, and not know that they didn’t even live here. Regardless
of any license, checks, vou can put any address you want on the
license and it means nothing because ... did not have the means,
and did rnot bother to go out and check that lxommww e
LOTS BRIERE: It's the second time that vou’ve mentioned that I
worked Tor Hans H?%“
WILLARD DODGE: oL R » .
LOTS BRIERFE: No, I never said that. I
volces) with him. Working fTor, and work
different things. No, vou sald I workec
he had been my boss, my superior, and... he was nob.
WILLARD DODGE:  bers wou not with him for twoe vears, working in
the mame .07
LOTS BRIERE: NMNo I was g .
WILL&RD DODGE: MHow ﬁl@ﬁ& Lo thab. Because we've talked to
peapls who say difFferent .
LOTIS BRIERE: A }mcfw You talked to people, that T ... wWith him.
And T find it quite amazing I didn’t realize when I was elected
Selectman that when T was driving to a meeting, a Planning Board
mesting, abt Southern Mew Hampshive office In Mﬂﬁ&h&wt@T, MY CAT
engine selzed up, I didn’t want te miss the meeting. I show up,
I called Hans, he answered the phone, I %&idﬁ are ywu going to
the meeting tonight, he sald ves, I sald can I meet vou and ride
in with you? When I left, when he left me off, I got in my
truck, drove home to Francestown, and I saw him go up the road.
The way vou stated that coming back from that meeting, ... I knsw
that he was going out to it. I did not have any indication that
wasz that night, and I do not, and T am not convinced now that
did. Because I physically saw him drive up to whers S
liwes,
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he goes down to the Bedford lights, he 2, down to
Cambridge, Mass. Now, he’s been there, don’t try to ... us. We
hawve been there,

BO STROMG: . i 1o
LESLIE NIXKOR: I d
avidence that eith

rimation.. . Leslis.

like to ask a guestion. Does
}‘ )

>

@ Mans b sl or Susan Martin h&v& F TR
anything to the detriment of the Town of MNew Boston since thevy’ve
been sevrving on the Planning Board?

JOHM BUNTING: T think that T iowlr likw to answey that
that ... T think we’re drifting away from the issue
primary concern that from the Plann
WG ars ;uti
participate I
j&mmw?ilﬂ-* &t
the reason we're = %@gau@w all
¢ challengad in Court becauss ther
v bhe Board,

LESLIE NIXOM: at o point . My concern
placing the town opardy, yvou are constantly guestioning
decisions of the Roard, mavie , wou mgybﬁ have & i 5
for guestioning whether they can be members of the
MHowewsery , we have a lot ﬂf important issues to be da&] 19 thh

Aand my concern is these Selectmen, all thres of them, I know have
been working hard on the issues, the important issues Lhat we
have to Tace. and we hﬂV? lost Todd, which is a great loss, and
Burt, hop@wa}y Wwill be able to step into his @ ' But T don’t
unde wwiand there is a need for this kind of de 2ae,  and
this kind of attawk personal attack, on s navdworking, Town
officials, as vou know well, Willard, what it’s like to be
serving bthat position. Why is there » pead Tor this?  Why
could not this be dealt with thtuugn u@kng Town Counsel to look
inte it. {Laughte
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WILL&RD DODGE: . mur ST OO :
LESLTE NIXON:  Why? Because vou wWa
(multiple volices)
WILLARD DODGE:  No, Lobhat’s why we're herve before the Roard
Lonight to t&uw some action am i
BO STRONG:  This la the way that
information in and ... on in the other subject. OK. and we’ll
talk to our administrator and se hat we can do with ﬁ% e
wee * 1] Wur@Jy be contacting our Town Counsel as We alwavs ancl
T'm osurs we’ll be calling in Hans "mobesn accused, vou know
of nmot living herve, it’s worth voul know Willard.
T Cmuﬁ%ml may not recommend racommand a
different tack, bub that’s not s T What IT'm looking

X m, and then we'll deal with it.

= been making, ...
nt to take the town down?

wWork, we’ll take all the

;‘"
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for is to information
I’'m Saeptembar 14ath Iz the rvight time bto deal with
it because it snt oglve us much Timﬂx Particularly, after
talking with Tuq Counsel, shes’s g to make a recommendation
of what we have to do.  dnd 1F it”a goling to involve golng outb
and seeing where he lives and things like that well, we’ll have
to handle that when it com@a‘
WILLaRD DODGE &811 wWe're as
talk Lo Town ﬁmurﬁwla if omhe’s

B An r@%p@cﬁ not to o need to
... and welre maving to vou ls

in
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i the mean time, because th@y &
pending that outcome of that inve:
BO STROMG: T personally would no
to them
WILLAaRD Mﬂt Ok Thank you wvery much Tor your tims,
DORN GROS Pt T 1k

{unintel jngxkd )
DON GROSS0: T Just wanted to o First of all, havin
the Plannming RBoard for a gm@d number of years, there
that a lot of people don’ sa ] ive. .. Mawimﬁ led L%

nmt e vou suspend them

armvons until T talked
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think Lois and Susan have th@ est I
anad T also would like teo ... I don’t
bean here tonight
BO STROMG:  Thank wou
{speaker? ) ... K
againast...T think
the decision.

BO STRONG:  Thank you. ény other comments? If not, T°11 close
the meeting and thank you all very much Ffor coming.
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